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Foreword

Connecting Communities, Linking Regions is provided as a Discussion Paper by Northern 
Rivers Trains for the Future Inc. (NRTF) to promote discussion of transport issues in the 
Northern Rivers region of New South Wales and South East Queensland. This document 
broadly represents the aims and objectives of NRTF, however the specific details in the 
document do not necessarily represent the policy position of NRTF.

NRTF objectives, mission statement and policy position can be obtained from our website 
(www.toot.org.au) or by contacting the NRTF Secretary at the following address.

Northern Rivers Trains for the Future Inc.
PO Box 1775

Byron Bay NSW 2481.

www.toot.org.au

TOOT (Trains On Our Tracks) is the name of the community campaign co-ordinated by 
NRTF.
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1.  Introduction 

The Northern Rivers region of New South Wales is suffering growing pains  Although mainly 
rural in character, the region takes in the booming coastal shires of Tweed, Byron and Ballina as 
well as the key regional centres of Lismore, Murwillumbah and Grafton.  

Within the coastal zone, Tweed Heads, Byron Bay and Ballina are experiencing strong tourism 
and population growth. Immediately to the north is the fastest growing urban region in 
Australia, South East Queensland.  

The cross border interface between the urban fringe and rapidly developing coastal and rural 
areas is creating particular challenges for the communities in the Northern Rivers. In particular 
there is disparity between the level of transport links servicing the Northern Rivers compared to 
those in South East Queensland.  Levels of social disadvantage are higher than necessary in the 
Northern Rivers due to low levels of public transport services and integration within the region.

Connecting Communities, Linking Regions examines transport links in the Northern Rivers 
and South East Queensland and finds that current plans to manage and develop transport links 
will not be adequate to avoid current congestion, amenity and safety issues from becoming 
‘increasingly severe’ Sydney-Brisbane Corridor Strategy.

The under utilisation or absence of rail infrastructure and scarce public transport services within 
the Northern Rivers are contributing to congestion, amenity and safety issues, particularly in 
coastal communities along the Pacific Highway corridor between Tweed Heads and Ballina, but 
also within the Casino-Gold Coast transport corridor. 

A significant contributor to road congestion in coastal zones in NSW and around the 
Queensland border is tourism related traffic with a significant number of vehicle movements 
generated by arrivals and departures from Coolangatta Airport.  These impacts are more 
noticeable in communities in New South Wales where there are fewer transport options for all 
tourist visitors other than road based options.

Connecting Communities, Linking Regions proposes a strategic rethink in the management of 
traffic flows through the Northern Rivers and South East Queensland especially in the Pacific 
Coast corridor.  In particular the proposal is to upgrade rail links through the Casino-Gold 
Coast transport corridor as the spine of an integrated transport system for the Northern Rivers 
and cross border region of South East Queensland. 

For the long term, a greater Brisbane - Gold Coast -Byron Bay - Casino - Acacia Ridge - 
Brisbane cross border loop would be created.  This would provide the framework for flexibility 
in managing the future development and transport links across the two regions as well as 
providing additional capacity on the AusLink  Network that will aid in the management of cross 
border transport flows for many decades to come.

 6



2.  Growing Pains
 

The need for improved regional and cross border transport links

There are increasing community concerns about the social, economic and environmental impacts 
of the Pacific Highway corridor through the Northern Rivers, especially in relation to the lack of 
public transport and safety issues stemming from the mixing of increasing heavy freight 
vehicles with local, regional and tourist passenger traffic.  

There is a high level of unmet demand throughout the region for improved public transport 
throughout the Northern Rivers and links with South East Queensland.  Community support for 
the return of rail services on the Casino-Murwillumbah line and a rail link to Queensland is very 
high.  

The unmet demand and support for regional and cross border rail services has been documented 
by Southern Cross University and shows that 72% of residents would use a commuter rail 
service on the Casino-Murwillumbah line at least once a month and 91% would use a cross 
border rail service at least once a month. (‘Study reveals demand for rail services’, p 1).

Climate change

There is a high level of community support for sustainable transport systems that help to 
address the challenges posed by climate change. 

Memorandum of Understanding between NSW and QLD governments

NRTF notes that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between the NSW and 
Queensland government in 2006 signals the right direction in terms of the need to address the 
shortage of transport links in the Northern Rivers, but the proposed extension into the region is 
dependant on the extension of the Queensland Rail system to Coolangatta Airport, currently not 
due for completion until 2026 (South East Queensland Infrastructure Plan and Program 
2006-2026, pp 29-30).   

The MOU will not address the significant issues facing Northern NSW communities for 
another two decades.  More urgent action is required as demonstrated by this paper.

Infrastructure funding and co-operation between Federal and State governments

NRTF believes that wide community support exists for greater investment in rail infrastructure 
by Federal and State governments as well as for improved co-operation between State and 
Federal governments. 

NRTF believes there is sufficient evidence demonstrating the need to redevelop the Casino-
Murwillumbah rail line to provide commuter rail services and to begin planning for a rail link to 
the Gold Coast.

The rapid growth of the Northern Rivers means that the long term social, 
economic and environmental sustainability of the region is best assured by early 
action to develop services within the existing rail corridor between Casino and 
Murwillumbah, and to reserve the corridor for the Murwillumbah-Coolangatta 

Airport rail link
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3.  Regional Snapshot and Transport Links

It is estimated that by 2025, one quarter of Australia’s population will live within the coastal 
region from Hervey Bay in Queensland to Coffs Harbour in New South Wales. 

Northern Rivers Region 

The Region occupies the top north-east corner of NSW and is bounded by the Queensland 
border in the north, the South Pacific Ocean to the east, the Clarence Valley to the south and the 
Great Dividing Range to the West.  Seven Local Government Areas (LGAs) make up the 
Northern Rivers.  

Tweed
Byron
Ballina
Richmond Valley
Clarence Valley
Lismore
Kyogle

Tweed Heads in the north, Grafton in the south and Lismore in the middle are the larger 
population centres and transport hubs with Lismore acting as the main administrative, services 
and commercial centre.  Murwillumbah, Casino and Ballina also act as important services and 
transport hubs.

Current population of the Far North Coast is 228,000 and expected to rise by 60,400 by 2026.  
51,000 additional dwellings are expected by 2031 (Far North Coast Regional Strategy 2006, p 
6).

Transport links in the Northern Rivers

The Northern Rivers is located within the national (AusLink) Sydney-Brisbane transport 
corridor featuring the coastal road transport route (Pacific Highway), the inland road transport 
route (New England Highway) and the North Coast rail line between Sydney and Brisbane.

A Casino-Gold Coast transport corridor runs east-west from Casino along the Bruxner 
Highway and Lismore-Bangalow Road to the coastal shires of Byron and Ballina.  These east-
west traffic flows in and out of the region integrate with the traffic flows travelling to and from 
South East Queensland along the Pacific Highway.

Public transport services exist at the local level to varying levels, however there are few useable  
services connecting regional centres on a regular or affordable basis. 

Under-utilised transport infrastructure

The currently unused Casino-Murwillumbah rail line runs within the Casino-Gold Coast 
corridor with the potential to connect with planned Queensland Rail services at Coolangatta 
Airport.

• 86% of residents in the Lismore and Byron Shires live within 5 km of the Casino-
Murwillumbah line (ABS, 2006).

• Rail connects 8 of the 10 largest population centres within the Northern Rivers (9 of 10 
with a link between Murwillumbah and Coolangatta Airport).

• In most cases the line runs through the centre of the towns it connects making the line 
well adapted for commuter and tourist services.
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Topography and the development of local and regional transport links

Topography has played a major role in the development of the region, in particular the patterns 
of development and transport links.  

• The Mt Warning Caldera, Border and MacPherson Ranges that run along the NSW and 
QLD border limit the potential for transport links to the existing coastal and inland 
transport corridors.  

• Similarly, the Nightcap Range has forced transport links between Queensland, Tweed 
and inland LGAs to be concentrated along the Casino-Gold Coast corridor.

  
This has led to the Casino-Gold Coast transport corridor becoming the busiest east-west 
transport route between the Hunter and the Queensland border according to AADT figures. 

Development of cross border ‘transport bottleneck’.

Main transport corridors and settlement patterns have been largely predetermined and the 
general alignment of such corridors is unlikely to change significantly.  This is particularly so in 
relation to the Pacific Highway corridor where the mountainous border region reaches closest to 
the coast. All corridors will experience increasing levels of traffic.

This enforced narrowing of the coastal corridor as it nears the border is under increasing 
pressure with the concentration of 90% of cross border traffic flows within the Sydney-
Brisbane corridor using the Pacific Highway through the Tweed and Byron Shires.

Combined with increasing local, regional, coastal and tourist traffic flows along the Casino-Gold 
Coast transport corridor feeding onto the Pacific Highway/Motorway, this concentration of 
traffic is creating a multi-modal (although chiefly road) transport bottleneck on both sides of the 
New South Wales-Queensland border at Tweed Heads/Coolangatta. 

The rail line running through the Casino-Gold Coast corridor provides an opportunity to relieve 
traffic congestion around communities within the ‘coastal’ corridor between Brisbane and 
Ballina  and to create a multi-modal cross border transport corridor by linking the line to the 
Gold Coast.  

South East Queensland

Brisbane and the associated South East Queensland region have experienced long-term 
population growth and this trend is projected to continue to a point where Brisbane will 

become Australia's second largest city with an increase of more than one million people to 
around 3.7 million in 2026.    (Sydney-Brisbane Corridor Strategy, p 19)

The statistical disparity between the current population of South East Queensland (2,680,000) 
and that of Northern New South Wales masks the reality that the economic and social links 
between the two regions are rapidly developing.  However, the lack of adequate transport 
infrastructure in the Northern Rivers compared with Queensland is constraining the 
development of the links between the two regions with the Northern Rivers suffering a higher 
level of economic, social and environmental impacts in the absence of appropriate links.
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4.  AusLink Sydney-Brisbane Corridor Strategy (SBCS)

NRTF notes the recently completed Sydney-Brisbane Corridor Strategy  (‘the Strategy’) as the 
key plan for regional transport links under the Commonwealth AusLink program.  The Strategy 
sets objectives for managing traffic flows on the ‘AusLink Network’ comprising three 
intercapital transport links between Sydney and Brisbane.

The three routes in the AusLink Network are the inland road route (New England Highway), 
coastal road route (Pacific Highway) and the North Coast rail line between Sydney and 
Brisbane (SBCS, p 3).

As a region, the Northern Rivers fits entirely within the Corridor. 

Many of the issues identified in the Strategy relating to congestion, safety and under performing 
infrastructure are readily apparent within the region.   The Strategy acknowledges that the 
current situation is expected to get worse.

Congestion and safety 

The Strategy noted that ‘road congestion and capacity constraints, which are already evident’ 
along the ‘coastal’ route between Brisbane and Tweed Shire ‘are expected to become 
increasingly severe’ (SBCS, p 23 see also Brisbane Urban Corridor Strategy).

In relation to projected increases in heavy vehicle movements, the strategy notes that ‘as well as 
the congestion effects, this growth will have an adverse effect on the amenity of towns and cities 
along the route and on road safety along the route’.  (SBCS, p 23)

In addition, growth along the ‘coastal side of the corridor’ is likely to lead to ‘congestion, 
capacity, safety and traffic issues’ that ‘will challenge the performance and adequacy of the 
transport system’ in a ‘number of key regional locations’ including ‘the Gold Coast and 
Northern NSW down to Byron Bay’.  Ballina is another coastal centre cited as presenting 
specific challenges for the management of regional transport systems (SBCS, p 28).

Infrastructure

A further ‘challenge’ identified by the Strategy is the need to manage ‘congestion, efficiency 
and safety issues on the rail corridor to improve the competitiveness of rail’ with particular 
reference to the following (SBCS, p 28).

• ‘interaction with the metropolitan networks in Sydney and Brisbane (on the 
standard/dual gauge freight line) and managing shared access for passenger and freight 
trains’ on the North Coast rail line ( SBCS, p 28).

• ‘the ability of the corridor and intermodal terminal capacity through Sydney and north 
to Newcastle and Acacia Ridge in Brisbane to respond to the increased freight task’ 
(SBCS, p 28).

Augmentation of capacity within the corridor

The Casino-Murwillumbah rail line is strategically placed within the corridor providing a link 
between the ‘inland’ and ‘coastal’ road routes as well as the potential to significantly augment 
capacity along the ‘coastal’ route between Byron Bay and Brisbane with the extension of the 
current line from Murwillumbah to Coolangatta Airport.  

A Casino-Coolangatta Airport rail link provides for the development of a range of alternatives so 
as to better manage identified challenges within the Sydney-Brisbane corridor.  
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• Creation of a commuter rail corridor between Casino and Brisbane that frees up capacity 
on an overstretched road system at a number of ‘key regional locations’ within the 
coastal corridor and along key east-west corridors links.

• Creation of an alternative route for interregional and intercapital passenger rail services 
that would otherwise have to share the North Coast rail line with freight services between 
Casino and Brisbane.  Rail freight capacity on the standard/dual gauge line is freed up 
and passenger traffic is directed through the main population centres along the coastal 
route.

• Creation of a safe corridor for a key export industry in the region, namely tourism.  This 
would provide a direct rail link between Sydney, Brisbane and Coolangatta airports with 
the potential to remove significant numbers of tourist visitors from the road systems, 
especially at ‘key regional locations’ within the Brisbane to Byron Bay road corridor.

 
These measures would have flow on effects throughout the corridor, particularly along the 
‘coastal side’ with reduced congestion levels and improved amenity in and around towns and 
communities. 

In addition, the proposal is consistent with the a range of ‘challenges’ identified by the Strategy 
that are about ensuring ‘effective planning for growth’ in the broader region (SBCS, p 29).  In 
particular the following are noted.

‘maintaining the social and economic integration of regional communities [including] 
the connections between the inland side of the corridor to the coastal route and major 
export infrastructure’ (SBCS, p 29)

‘providing safe and reliable interstate and local connections, especially to export 
industries and rural and regional communities’  (SBCS, p 29)

‘ensure that safe and efficient cross corridor intersections/interchanges are provided 
and maintained’ (SBCS, p 29)

Having analysed the ‘challenges’ and ‘deficiencies’ affecting the corridor, the Strategy 
identifies  ‘six strategic issues’, all of which are addressed by the proposal to create a Casino-
Coolangatta Airport rail corridor.

1. Road safety, especially on road sections with high volumes of freight and passenger 
vehicles, through towns and at level crossings.

2. Managing congestion on urban fringes and at major urban and regional centres.

3. The condition of the ageing road and rail infrastructure, which affects safety and 
efficiency.

4. The amenity of towns and major urban areas along the route.

5. Improving the rail system. 

6. Planning for corridor protection, reservation and use to meet future requirements. 

(SBCS, p ii)
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5.  Road Traffic Congestion

‘Road congestion and capacity constraints, which are already evident on the southern and 
northern ends of the corridor (including the F3 Freeway and Lower Hunter links and the 

Pacific Motorway), are expected to become increasingly severe.’  (SBCS, p 23)

• 90% of all road traffic crossing the New South Wales and Queensland border in the 
Sydney-Brisbane Corridor use the Pacific Highway/Motorway through Tweed 
Heads/Coolangatta according to AADT figures. 

• 42,724 vehicles a day recorded on the Pacific Highway south of the Queensland border 
in 2004. (Traffic Volume Data For Hunter And Northern Regions 2004, p 22).

• 151,000 vehicles per day projected for the Pacific Highway at the NSW/Queensland 
border by 2026.  (SBCS, p 23 citing Pacific Motorway Upgrade, Smith St to Tugun 
Bypass, QDMR) 

• Up to 120,000 vehicles a day currently use the Pacific Motorway north of the 
Queensland border.  (AADT cited in SBCS, p 11) 

• At Beenleigh South, traffic levels are projected to reach 153,000 by 2026.  (SBCS, p 24 
citing QDMR modelling for Brisbane Urban Corridor Strategy) 

• At Helensvale (approx. 60 kms south of Brisbane) traffic levels are projected to reach 
214,000 by 2026.  (SBCS, p 24 citing modelling for Brisbane Urban Corridor 
Strategy, QDMR)

 
Congestion is increasingly a problem in towns and communities within the corridor, especially 
in the coastal zones of Tweed, Byron and Ballina shires.  

In some towns such as Byron Bay, Ballina and parts of the Tweed Coast, amenity and safety are 
seriously compromised.  Delays involved in travelling in and out of some regional locations 
such as Byron Bay and Tweed Heads impact on the economic efficiency of business across the 
region.

6.  Heavy Vehicles and Safety

All of the major regional towns and cities on the coastal route are expected to face significant 
increases in passenger traffic, light freight vehicles and heavy freight vehicles resulting in peak 
period or seasonal congestion.  This growth in local and regional traffic will be in addition to 

growth in end to end freight traffic movements.

As well as the congestion effects, this growth will have an adverse effect on the amenity of 
towns and cities along the route and on road safety along the route.  (SBCS, p 23)

• Heavy vehicle use on the Pacific Highway is expected to increase by 3.4 per cent every 
year to 2025 (Working Paper 66, BTRE p  60).

• ‘Interstate freight between Sydney and Brisbane is expected to almost triple in the next 
20 years’ (SBCS, p i).

• 76% of all interstate freight carried in the Sydney-Brisbane Corridor was carried by 
road freight in 2004.  Rail 11%, Sea 12% and Air 1%. (SBCS, p 7)

• Heavy vehicles currently comprise over 15% of the traffic flows between Grafton and 
Ballina (SBCS, p 11).
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7.  The Challenge of Moving Tourists Around the Region

Tourism is a major economic driver for Sydney, Brisbane and the Gold Coast as well as 
tourist destinations all along the coastal route and significant car-based tourism destinations 

in the hinterland.
  

Tourism contributes in excess of one billion dollars per year into the economies of local 
regions along the corridor. (SBCS, p 8)

Sydney is Australia’s busiest airport and the Sydney-Brisbane route the second busiest route.  

• In the year ending December 2005 there were 3.9 million air passenger movements on 
the Sydney-Brisbane air route (SBCS, p 8 citing BTRE 2005).

• The Sydney-Gold Coast air route is the fourth most travelled route in Australia (SBCS, p 
8).

  
• ‘Passenger transport between Sydney and Brisbane is expected to grow by 25 per cent 

to 5.6 million trips by 2025, with air transport increasing its dominance of interstate trips 
to 90 per cent compared to the current 72 per cent.  However growth in intra-regional 
passenger trips by car is expected to more than make up for this slight drop in end to 
end car traffic’ (SBCS, p 22).

• ‘Inbound tourist numbers to Australia overall are forecast to grow by 5.5 per cent per 
year, with the value of tourism to the economy growing by 7.1 per cent per year’ (SBCS, 
p 22 citing AusLink White Paper 2004).

While air travel may account for the majority of end to end travellers in the Sydney-Brisbane 
Corridor, many of these are tourists or other commuters who travel to and from points such as 
Coolangatta Airport and generate significant numbers of vehicle movements on local and 
regional road networks. Significant vehicle movements are also generated by ‘end to end car 
traffic’ arriving and touring.

The lack of adequate public transport infrastructure in the Northern Rivers means that many of 
these extra vehicle movements add further to congestion around the coastal towns of Tweed 
Heads, Byron Bay and Ballina in particular. 

With the Sydney-Gold Coast route now the fourth busiest air route in the country and the recent 
redevelopment of Coolangatta airport to service larger aircraft and higher levels of international 
traffic, there are now significant numbers of visitors entering the coastal road corridor at one of 
the most critical locations for emerging transport gridlock.

An extension of the rail link from Murwillumbah to connect with the Queensland rail system 
would provide a direct rail link from Coolangatta Airport to Byron Bay and other points in the 
Casino-Gold Coast transport corridor.

Such a rail link would also directly link Sydney, Brisbane and Coolangatta airports providing 
scope to extend a rail experience pathway for the entire Sydney-Brisbane Corridor.
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Tourism - Case Study, Byron Bay
!

“Tourism is an economic driver of this region, contributing around $646m to the 
economy and generating around 6,000 jobs” 

(Working Paper for the Regional Industry and Economic Plan, Northern Rivers Region, p 73).
 
Byron Bay is an iconic tourist destination located on the most easterly point of the East Coast  
that is known for its natural beauty, surf beaches and concern for the environment.

Byron Bay is choking with traffic much of it driven by tourism.  Delays of 20 minutes or more 
and queues of traffic several kilometres in length are regular occurrences on the roads in and 
around the town.  This congestion and lack of amenity contributes to reduced economic 
efficiency and is beginning to tarnish the ‘clean and green’ image promoted by the tourism 
industry.

There are 21140 daily vehicle movements at the railway crossing in the centre of Byron Bay. 
(Traffic Volume Data For Hunter and Northern Regions 2004,  p 85) 

The permanent population of Byron Bay at the 2006 ABS Census was 5609.

Currently transport links in and out of Byron Bay are restricted to a single north-south road 
route and the currently unused Casino-Murwillumbah rail line.

Future development of transport links in and out of Byron Bay is constrained by topography 
with the Pacific Ocean to the east and Cumbebin wetlands to the west. 

Increasingly tourist visitors are day trippers arriving by road with significant numbers coming 
from South East Queensland due to the upgraded Pacific Highway/Motorway.  Domestic day 
trips to Byron Bay recently rose by 205,000 in a single year,  a 37% increase on the previous 
year.

Domestic day trips to Northern Rivers and Byron Bay

 Northern Rivers Byron Bay

2005 2,706,000 554,000

2006 2,812,000 759,000

Increase                         4%                   37%

National Visitor Survey September 2006 
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8.  Opportunity - Integrated Transport for the Northern Rivers

ABS Census figures for 2006 show that a majority of people living in the region live within 5 
kilometres of the existing Casino-Murwillumbah rail line or the “missing link” between 

Murwillumbah and Coolangatta
 

86% of the residents in the Lismore and Byron Shires live within 5 kilometres of the rail line.

The Casino-Murwillumbah line is well placed to act as the spine of an integrated transport 
system for the Northern Rivers by way of regular commuter services with the following 
benefits.

• Address the growing disparity in the provision of transport infrastructure within the 
Northern Rivers compared to South East Queensland.

• Address significant unmet demand for improved transport services throughout the 
region.

• Address transport disadvantage throughout region.  In particular, young people, 
jobseekers, families, students older people, disabled people and others without access to 
private transport.

• Connect the local road network, bus services, taxis, cycleways and walkways in all 
centres along the line.

• Address congestion issues and enhance amenity in most communities and towns 
throughout the region especially in coastal zones. 

• Improve economic and social linkages across the region, notably the historic linkages 
between labour markets across the region.  Stubbornly high rates of youth and long 
term unemployed within the region may begin to move closer to national averages and 
business efficiency may improve as the market for skills opens up. 

• Provide accessible transport options.  Prams, bicycles, wheelchairs and surfboards can 
easily be carried on trains.

• Provide additional relief from congestion during peak periods and large scale events 
especially within the coastal zone.

• Provide safe alternative transport, especially for young people and inexperienced drivers.

• Opportunity to integrate with regional tourism management strategies.

• Establish passenger rail connection between inland and coastal transport routes.

• Opportunity to significantly extend long term social, economic and environmental 
benefits  for Northern Rivers and South East Queensland regions by linking the line to 
the Gold Coast.

NRTF has previously documented a proposal for the return of regular commuter services on the 
Casino-Murwillumbah line (‘TOOT Now!).

There is strong community support for the redevelopment of the line, a link to Queensland and 
commuter rail services running through the Casino-Gold Coast corridor.

A needs analysis of unmet transport needs noting key economic and social linkages is attached 
at Appendix 1.
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9.  Opportunity - Tourism Development and Management

“The most fundamental aspect of the Northern Rivers ability to support a thriving 
tourist industry is the ‘quality of the tourist experience’. This will depend on a 
number of factors, including the natural attractions and quality of products and 
services available in the region. Government and the industry have an important role 
in:
 

• Protecting natural values for and from tourism (scenic areas, coastal values, 
water quality); 

• Addressing congestion impacts (particularly during major events, e.g. Byron 
Bay Blues Festival);

• Developing product in and promoting different parts of the region to better 
distribute the load on infrastructure; 

•  Infrastructure capacity (small coastal villages can sometimes have inadequate 
car parking, sewage facilities etc. to cope with peak tourist influx).

 
At present a range of government and industry initiatives have had mixed success in 
properly addressing these issues.” 

(Working Paper for the Regional Industry and Economic Plan, Northern Rivers Region, p 75) !

The refurbishment of the Casino-Murwillumbah rail line linked to Coolangatta Airport and the 
establishment of commuter rail services that meet the needs of tourists provides the following 
major opportunities to protect the ‘quality of the tourist experience’. 

• Integrate tourism development and management throughout the region with the 
development and promotion of rail pathway experiences for local, regional, interstate and 
international visitors.  Such a strategy promotes tourism that is in sympathy with and 
protects ‘natural values’ as well as having practical benefits for communities by 
reducing congestion effects and reducing the need for additional infrastructure.

• Opportunity to develop hinterland tourism along the Casino-Gold Coast corridor with 
significant economic and social benefits for hinterland population centres and 
economies.

• Opportunity to better manage congestion issues, protect natural values and enhance 
amenity by providing additional capacity during peak periods, festivals and special 
events.

• Opportunity for environmentally sustainable development of tourism in the many world 
heritage national parks in the region.  Many locations connected by rail in the Northern 
Rivers are ‘gateway’ locations to world heritage and other parks.  Rail services would 
provide the opportunity to develop a range of low impact group tours from such 
locations.  The more visitors who choose to visit the parks in groups, the more ‘natural 
values’ can be protected.
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Regional festivals and events
!
Event When Where Attendees Walk to  

station
Notes

Blues Festival Easter south Byron Bay 17,000 yes Rail line adjacent 
site

Splendour in the 
Grass

July West Byron Bay 17,500 yes Walking track from 
station to site

Writers’ Festival July Byron Bay – 
Sunrise

12000 yes Walk to proposed 
Sunrise Station

Lismore Lantern 
Parade

June Lismore 25000 yes Large attendance 
from across region

Tweed Valley 
Banana Festival

Aug Murwillumbah 5000 yes Station adjacent 
CBD

Casino Beef 
Week

May Casino 8000 yes  

Fatherhood 
Festival

Aug Bangalow 2000 yes Adjacent to station 

New Years Jan Ballina  no Buses from 
Lismore and Byron 

Taste of Byron Sept Byron Bay 5000 yes  

Bangalow Billy 
Cart Derby

June Bangalow 5000 yes Adjacent to station 

Rusty GromFest July Lennox Head  no Bus from Byron or 
Ballina 

Football city/
country

July Lismore 10,000 + yes Walk/bus from 
station

Monthly  community markets and weekly farmer’s markets are held in many centres across the 
region and draw between 2000 and 10000 visitors depending on location and time of year.  
Three of the largest each month, Lismore, Byron Bay and Bangalow are all on the rail line, as 
are Murwillumbah and Mullumbimby where monthly markets are also held.

National Parks also attract high visitor numbers — visitor numbers in 2001 were as follows. 

• Border Ranges National Park 60,000, 

• Nightcap National Park 70,000

• Mount Warning National Park 45,000. 
Lismore, Casino and Murwillumbah are well placed as ‘gateway’ towns for the development of 
low impact tourism in regional National Parks.
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10.  Opportunity - Freight

Freight on the Sydney to Brisbane corridor will almost triple over the period to 2029, rising 
from approximately 7 million tonnes to approximately 17 million tonnes. 

This compares to an expected doubling of freight on most other AusLink corridors. 
(SBCS, p 22)

Although the immediate focus of  Connecting Communities, Linking Regions is based around 
providing rail alternatives for passenger traffic in the Pacific Coast and Casino-Gold Coast 
corridors, the future development of freight services and facilities would provide further 
opportunities to reduce congestion within the Pacific Coast corridor, especially with a rail 
connection between Murwillumbah and the Gold Coast.

Economic and social linkages between communities along the Casino-Murwillumbah transport 
corridor and current patterns of regional and local freight movements through the corridor 
suggests that a viable market may exist for the transport of goods to towns and centres within 
the corridor.  

Viability may be enhanced by the introduction of hybrid commuter/tourist/parcel services and 
by being able to avoid congestion in accessing the commercial and industrial zones of most of 
the major towns and centres within the corridor.

Depending on the scope of any future enhancements to the Queensland Rail system and a 
Casino-Gold Coast link, such a corridor provides the opportunity to develop a heavy freight 
corridor through the Gold Coast and Northern Rivers region connecting with the North Coast 
line at Casino.  Inward and outward bound freight through these regions may be more 
efficiently handled than having to move through the congested Pacific Coast corridor via 
Brisbane. 

Sufficient land and sidings for the development of freight handling facilities exist at most 
centres along the line including Casino, Lismore, Byron Bay, Mullumbimby and 
Murwillumbah.

Casino in particular, provides the opportunity to develop as a regional freight hub to encourage 
freight movement through the inland transport corridors.  Casino is already a hub for road 
transport and a high level of road/rail integration would be achieved.  Casino has sidings, land 
and maintenance facilities suited to the development of freight handling facilities.

A Casino freight hub would connect road and rail between the inland road transport route (New 
England Highway) via the Bruxner Highway, a road and rail link through Casino-Gold Coast 
corridor to the Pacific Highway and the North Coast rail line between Brisbane and Sydney.

18



11.  Opportunity - Action on Climate Change

The higher energy efficiency of rail and therefore lower greenhouse gas emissions compared 
with other modes of transport provides significant scope to make a regional contribution to 
reducing National greenhouse gas emissions. 

Greenhouse gas emissions from transport

• 13.5% of total national emissions in 2004 came from transport.  12.1% of total national 
emissions in 2004 came from road transport.  0.03% of total national emissions in 2004 
came from rail (National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2004, pp 7-15).

• Growth in emissions from road transport increased by 25% between 1990 and 2004 
(National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2004, p 8).

• Transport emissions are the second fastest growing category after energy emissions 
(National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2004, p 1).

• Growth in emissions from rail actually declined between 1990 and 2004 ‘reflecting 
improved productivity and changes in activity’ (National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
2004, p 8).

 
Emissions ‘per passenger kilometre’ (PPK) travelled

Actual comparisons will vary depending on local circumstances, however the higher energy 
efficiency and capacity of rail are significant advantages that means rail consistently produces 
much lower emissions per passenger kilometre compared to road and air travel as demonstrated 
by the following comparison of g/CO2 per passenger kilometre (Personal Carbon Trading: 
Excluding Public Transport, p 4).

Mode   g/per passenger 
kilometer 

Air Long haul 110

 Short haul 180

   

Road Petrol cars (fleet average) 110

 Diesel cars (fleet average) 106

 All cars (fleet average) 109

 Modern petrol cars 104

 Modern diesel cars 100

 Motorcycle 94

 Mopeds 75

 Bus 76

   
Rail Passenger rail (diesel - fleet average) 41

 Passenger rail (electric - fleet average) 56

 Passenger rail (diesel & electric - fleet average) 49
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The above example takes care not to generalise by comparing modes and allowing for other 
factors such as age of fleet, distance, fuel type etc. It is worth noting these ‘fleet average’ figures 
were generated from average actual use/patronage in 2005. Within the multitude of examples 
that are represented by the above totals are ‘modern’ and ‘older electric passenger’ services that 
achieved PPKs of 22 and 19 respectively.  

Length of route and large carrying capacity were not essential for achieving such low values as 
indicated by an ‘older...3-car trainset’ service on a shorter route that is able to achieve a PPK of 
21 with a full passenger load.

These figures support the general statement that travel by rail produces between 2 and 5 times 
less greenhouse gas emissions than travel by passenger car. If short haul air travel is included in 
the comparison, then rail can be up to 9 times less greenhouse gas emitting.

Our regional contribution to reducing greenhouse gas production

Taking account of some of the figures presented earlier in this proposal, especially in relation to 
increased traffic and tourism projections, it is clear that there is considerable scope across our 
region to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emission.

Each regional road based passenger trip that can be converted to rail will stop up to 80% of 
greenhouse gasses from being emitted for that trip.  Put another way, each car passenger is 
responsible for up to 5 times the amount of greenhouse gas emitted each kilometre as a rail 
passenger.

While each local commuter who uses a rail service within the Casino-Gold Coast transport 
corridor would be making a significant contribution, this would be multiplied many times over if 
the service suited the needs of tourists travelling to, through and from the Northern Rivers.

The creation of a rail transitway connecting Sydney, Coolangatta and Brisbane airports provides 
considerable scope to reduce significant numbers of arrivals from joining the road network as 
well as the additional trips generated by moving (often individual) travellers in and out of the 
region.

Reduced greenhouse gas emissions during refurbishment of the Casino-
Murwillumbah line.

Construction of rail produces less greenhouse gasses than equivalent capacity road construction 
largely due to the decreased reserve necessary.  

In the case of the Casino-Murwillumbah line, most of the infrastructure is in place and there are 
considerably less resources and energy required to repair the line to an operating standard.

Greenhouse gas emissions produced during construction of a link between Murwillumbah and 
Coolangatta Airport could be expected to be significantly less than that required to construct a 
similar length of road.

NRTF believes that the emergence of proposals for carbon trading and other mechanisms to 
factor in the cost of carbon emissions in most areas of production and consumption is cause for 
reflection before committing significant economic resources towards transport options with high 
carbon emissions.  In particular, future infrastructure projects should now be assessed in light 
of these likely new cost structures that are expected to reduce the relative cost of rail transport 
even further.
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12.  Indicative Costs

A number of indicative costs are available for the redevelopment of the Casino-Murwillumbah 
rail line and the provision of commuter rail  services on the line.

Many of the packages proposed have included a variety of components and timeframes.

May 2004- New South Wales State Government claims $188 mil over 20 years!is required to 
restore the line to a Class 2 heavy rail standard.
.!
Although funded for 20 years, the investment in below rail infrastructure would extend the life 
of the line out to at least 50 years.

September 2004- Report by PriceWaterHouseCoopers (PWC) finds a railcar commuter 
service could be viable and that the operation of lighter axle load railcars would mean that the 
cost of repairing the line to a safe operating standard was considerably less (Feasibility Study 
For Passenger And/Or Commuter Services On The Murwillumbah To Casino Branch Line).  

$30 million is needed to redevelop the line to safe operating standard plus an annual $2-3 mil 
operating subsidy. 

Further staged redevelopment of the line could include complete restoration to Class 2 standard.

This option provides flexibility in development and the potential to stage redevelopment costs 
while addressing the most urgent need to provide improved rail services in the Northern Rivers.
!
September 2004- At the federal election two proposals were put forward by competing 
candidates.  

Federal Labor offered $150 million to restore the line to a Class 2 heavy rail standard and 
operate an XPT service for 10 years.

The Coalition offered $30 million over 2 years to fund the redevelopment of the line based on 
the PWC findings, but the offer was not taken up by the NSW Government.

Nov. 2004- NSW Legislative Council Inquiry recommends a commuter service be developed 
based on PWC findings (Inquiry Into The Closure Of The Casino-Murwillumbah Rail 
Service). 

May 2006-  NRTF proposed TOOT Now! Plan for a redevelopment of the line and a 16 trains 
a day commuter service based on PWC costs. Receives positive community support, 

June 2006- NSW state government offers to provide $75 million if matched dollar for dollar 
by Federal government funding. Proposal is based on the proposal put forward by the ALP at 
the Federal election in September 2004.  

Patronage

As an indicator of unmet demand and the future viability of the line, a recent Southern Cross 
University (SCU) survey finds that 72% of respondents would use a commuter service at least 
once a month!. 

This!translates!into an estimated 2,875 passenger trips per day.!

If the line was extended from Murwillumbah!through to the Gold Coast, then 91.2% of 
respondents indicated they would use the service at least once a month.
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Comparative funding for Pacific Highway

By way of comparison, over $1 billion has been spent on upgrading the Pacific Highway 
between Bangalow and Tweed Heads over the last 15 years.  

NRTF believes that it is time to rebalance investment towards rail and help to secure a 
sustainable economic, social and environmental future for the communities of the Northern 
Rivers.

Casino-Gold Coast rail corridor in 7 years

NRTF notes that the PWC Feasibility Study 2004 remains the most comprehensive study of the 
costs of restoring the Casino-Murwillumbah rail line to a safe operating standard and as such 
provides a solid base from which to estimate actual costs.

NRTF proposes a program of works over seven years to restore the line and introduce railcar 
commuter services, similar to the program set out in the PWC Feasibility Study 2004, while 
simultaneously planning and constructing a rail link to Coolangatta Airport.

NRTF is not aware of any recent assessments of the likely cost of constructing a rail link 
between Murwillumbah and Coolangatta Airport.  NRTF believes that the indicative costs may 
be broadly estimated by reference to the per kilometre cost of similar projects such as the 
Queensland Rail extension of the southern line from Robina.   However, NRTF believes action 
to secure a reserve now would result in a substantially reduced per kilometre cost due to the 
current use of the land for agricultural purposes compared to the extension south from Robina 
that runs through urban areas.

The essence of the PWC plan was to initiate a program of ‘catch up’ repairs and maintenance 
over seven year.  After this the cost of ongoing maintenance would fall back to regular levels.

A key outcome of the ‘catch up’ works would be to eliminate all speed restrictions on the line at 
the time of its closure.  Until these restrictions have been substantially removed, the capacity of 
the line with regard to the number of return services a day is constrained.  

While the general program suggested by PWC was for the speed restrictions to be 
progressively eliminated over the first four years of ‘catch up’, it remains an option to bring 
forward the most significant works and complete prior to any services running on the line.  This 
would result in a higher level of services at the outset, but following an initial delay while the line 
is repaired.

An example of a seven year program consistent with a progressive reduction in speed 
restrictions is set out overleaf.
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13.  Seven Year Plan for Commuter Services and Link to Queensland.

The following program and timetable is based on the program of ‘catch up’ works and 
refurbishment to reduce speed restrictions as set out in the PriceWaterhouseCoopers feasibility 
study.

Year Existing Line Services Link to Qld

One  Start 7 year ‘catch up’ 
program of works and 
regular maintenance

Once line operational 
2 services per day 
may be possible 

Begin planning   

Two  Continue ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance to further 
remove speed restrictions 

Expand to 6 services 
per day 

Continue planning  

Three Continue ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance to remove all 
speed restrictions 

Expand to 10 services 
per day  

Begin resumption of land   

Four  Continue ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance 

Expand to 16 services 
per day 

Construct link  

Five Continue ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance. 

Continue services Construct link 

Six Continue ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance 

Continue services Construct link 

Seven Last year ‘catch up’ 
program and regular 

maintenance

Continue services & 
extend into Qld  

Open link  

Years 8-20

The following items should be considered in order of priority as determined by patterns of 
growth, population and transport need.

• Initiate a program of continual improvement works to restore the Casino-Coolangatta 
Airport rail line to a full Class 2 line.

• Increase capacity by construction of additional passing loops and eventually duplication 
of track where appropriate.

Possible future extensions to the network include:

• Coolangatta Airport - Tweed Heads - Tweed Coast
• Integration of network with Gold Coast Light Rail
• Ballina - Lismore (via Booyong or Goonellabah)
• Byron Bay - Lennox Head - Ballina
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14.  Transport Map of Northern Rivers Region
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Appendix 1 - Needs Analysis of Unmet Regional Transport Needs for the 
Northern Rivers Noting Social and Economic Linkages.

This “Needs Analysis” looks at the people in our community that would benefit from 
commuter trains on our tracks.  Each town and village along the line is included.

TOOT believes an integrated system of passenger and freight traffic that gives people options 
and provides for the efficient delivery of human services is essential for a future that is 
environmentally, socially and economically sustainable.

1. ‘Short term’

In the ‘short term’ we need to be better able to utilise existing infrastructure such as the 
Casino-Murwillumbah rail line to meet local needs

We note that the mayors of the region are in full support of addressing the transport needs of 
the region through the development of commuter rail services that provide the spine of an 
integrated regional transport system. Current providers of local bus services would have an 
incentive to adjust and expand timetables to connect with such services thus linking currently 
isolated services.

Incorporating a ‘rail experience’ into tourism strategies as a method of moving visitors around 
the region with fewer impacts also provides a means to move the economic benefits of 
tourism around the region and decentralise the demand for tourist infrastructure and services 
from coastal zones to those around rail stations in each town on the line.  In turn the need for 
high levels of infrastructure in coastal towns such as Byron Bay would be moderated and 
traffic congestion may ease.
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Set out below is a needs analysis and user profile for each centre on the Casino-
Murwillumbah line.

2. Needs analysis

Looking at the main centres currently linked by the rail line, it is possible to demonstrate 
profiles of likely users. Integration with local feeder bus services potentially expands service 
to cover a wide area where little or no public transport currently exists.

Description Casino

• Closest to typical rural profile
• Rail and road transport hub able to connect passengers and freight with Sydney-

Brisbane rail services
• Agricultural service town drawing workers and students from surrounding area.
• Strong labour market linkages with Lismore and region generally.
• Primary and Secondary schools.

Current unmet needs -Casino

• Employees travelling to work in Lismore and other locations on the line
• Students travelling to University, TAFE and schools in Lismore.
• Jobseekers wishing to expand access to employment opportunities across regional 

labour market.
• Young people, families and others without access to private transport travelling to 

coastal locations for sport and recreation
• Aged and disabled travellers
• Providing access to retail and services (including specialist medical)in Lismore for 

anyone without access to private transport.

Description Lismore

• Regional hub for retail, financial services, education, health, aged care and government 
services

• Draws large numbers of workers, students and consumers from surrounding areas, 
particularly Richmond Valley, Byron and Ballina shires.

• Base hospital, St Vincent's hospital and various aged care facilities
• Primary, secondary schools, TAFE and University.
• Centre of regional labour market with linkages to Casino, Byron Shire and Ballina local 

labour markets as well as the Tweed/Lower Gold Coast regional labour market.

Current unmet needs -Lismore

• Mainly inbound traffic as described from other centres with especially high numbers 
of students, workers, tourists and consumers.
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• Jobseekers, particularly young and/or without private transport to expand 
employment and training opportunities to all locations on the line.

• Young people, families and others without access to private transport travelling to 
coastal locations for sport and recreation.

• Aged and disabled travellers.
• Inability to access retail and other services (including specialist medical) for those in 

other locations without access to private transport.
• Potential to link services throughout Lismore City covering suburban and outlying 

areas of Nimbin, Coraki, Goonellabah and surrounding districts.
• Connection for local tourism features including Nightcap ranges, Rainforests, Lismore 

and village markets, sporting and cultural events and historic villages.

Description -Bexhill

• Village approx. 8 km east of Lismore with potential to connect workers and students 
from Corndale, Numulgi and Rosebank valleys with all points on the line.

Description -Eltham-Booyong

• These locations provide considerable scope to connect workers, students and others 
with all points on the line through one of the busiest corridors on the line.

• Potential to service Clunes, Nashua and surrounding districts.
• Booyong was previously a junction for a spur line to Ballina.

Description -Bangalow

• Market town popular with tourists for its restaurants, shops and monthly markets.
• 10 km from Byron Bay.
• Geographic centre for overlapping local labour markets of Byron Bay, Lismore and 

Ballina.

Current unmet needs –Bangalow

• Worker and student travellers to Lismore, Byron Bay, Mullumbimby, Brunswick 
Heads, Ocean Shores and Murwillumbah,

• Jobseekers, particularly young and/or without private transport connecting to all 
points on the line.

• Aged and disabled access to Lismore and other points on line.
• Young people, families and others without access to private transport travelling to 

coastal locations for sport and recreation.
• Potential to service Brooklet, Fernleigh, Newrybar and surrounding districts.
• Potential for integrated bus services to connect Ballina and district communities for 

passengers travelling to Lismore or Byron Bay and beyond to all points.
• Providing access to retail and services (including specialist medical) in Lismore for 

anyone without access to private transport.
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Description -Byron Bay

• Coastal tourist town with over 1.2 million staying visitor and 500,000 'day trippers' a 
year.

• Significant proportion of international tourists are backpackers usually without 
private transport.

• Limited potential to expand access to town by development of roads due to 
geographical proximity to wetlands.

• Strong labour market growth with linkages to surrounding local and regional labour 
markets

• Primary, secondary schools as well a diverse range of private training establishments.
• Centre for arts and light industry
• Gateway for coastal tourism operators and events.

Current unmet needs -Byron Bay

• Inbound and outbound workers, travellers, students and consumers to/from all points 
on line with most commuter traffic between Lismore and Byron Bay.

• Students and jobseeker traffic accessing training and labour markets at all points on 
line, particularly Lismore.

• Aged and disabled access to Lismore and other points on line.
• Potential to connect with buses servicing Lennox Head and Ballina.
• Providing access to retail and services (including specialist medical) in Lismore for 

anyone without access to private transport.
• Huge untapped potential to develop tourist subsidised services to transport visitors 

to other points on line linking with localised tourism providers and helping to share 
the wealth effect of Byron Bay’s tourism boom. Murwillumbah, Mullumbimby, 
Bangalow and Lismore are all potential destinations for such traffic.

Description -Mullumbimby

• ‘Biggest little town in Australia ’
• Main service centre for Brunswick valley
• Location of Byron Shire Council Chambers and offices.
• Primary and Secondary schools

Current unmet needs -Mullumbimby

• Inbound and outbound workers, travellers, students and consumers to/from all points 
on line with most commuter traffic between Murwillumbah, Byron Bay and Lismore.

• Students and jobseeker traffic accessing training and labour markets at all points on 
line, particularly Lismore, Murwillumbah and Byron Bay.

• Aged and disabled access to Lismore and other points on line.
• Potential to increase tourism visitors (especially from Byron Bay)through rail 

‘experience ’.
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• Providing access to retail and services (including specialist medical)in Lismore for 
anyone without access to private transport.

• Potential to service communities in upper Brunswick Valley and at Brunswick Heads.
• Connection point for tourism operators servicing the Brunswick Valley.

Description -Billinudgel

• Service town for Pocket area
• Potential to provide rail access for significant population at Ocean Shores.

Current unmet needs –Billinudgel/Ocean Shores/Sth Golden Beach/New Brighton

• Worker and student travellers to Murwillumbah, Mullumbimby, Byron Bay, Lismore 
and other points on the line.

• Jobseeker and youth travellers accessing training and labour markets in 
Murwillumbah, Byron Bay, Lismore and other points on the line.

• Aged and disabled access to services at all points on line, particularly Murwillumbah 
and Lismore.

• Provide access for Ocean Shores population historically isolated by lack of public 
transport.

Description -Brunswick Valley integration.

• As described rail access can be provided to Brunswick Valley communities, 
particularly main population centres of Mullumbimby, Brunswick Heads and Ocean 
Shores. This can be achieved through a southern access point at Mullumbimby and a 
northern access point at Billinudgel with integrated bus services linking the two access 
points and collecting passengers from Brunswick Heads and Ocean Shores.  This 
could overcome major disadvantage suffered by these communities with generally 
higher needs (due to socio economic profiles) isolated by a lack of public transport 
options.

Description -Crabbes Creek-Yelgun

• Rural valley communities in high growth corridors with potential to provide access to 
students and commuter traffic, particularly to schools and businesses in 
Murwillumbah.

Description –Burringbar

• Tweed Valley town
• Dormitory suburb for Murwillumbah with increasing tourism development
• Potential student, worker, youth, aged/disabled passengers for training, employment 

and services access, particularly in Murwillumbah.
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Description -Stokers Siding

• Hamlet in high growth corridor with student/commuter potential from surrounding 
Valleys

• Tourist potential

Description -Murwillumbah

• Main centre servicing Tweed Valley (currently fastest growing region in NSW)
• Terminus for branch line
• Primary, secondary schools and TAFE
• Hospital, health and aged care services.
• Potential to link rail transport with Gold Coast rail and bus services.
• Labour market linkages with regional and Byron Shire labour markets.

Current unmet needs -Murwillumbah

• Mainly inbound traffic as described from other centres with especially high numbers 
of students, workers, tourists and consumers.

• Jobseekers, particularly young and/or without private transport to expand 
employment and training opportunities to all locations on the line.

• Young people, families and others without access to private transport travelling to 
coastal locations for sport and recreation.

• Aged and disabled travellers.
• Providing access to retail and services (including specialist medical)in Lismore for 

anyone without access to private transport.
• Tourism potential as linking point for service providers throughout Tweed Valley, as 

entry point to a rail ‘experience’ drawing on the tourism hot spots to the north (Gold 
Coast) and south (Byron Bay). Connecting point for tourist draws including Mt 
Warning National Park, World Heritage Border Ranges rainforests and historic villages.

Description -Murwillumbah -Gold Coast (the missing link)

• Construction of the missing rail link between Murwillumbah and the lower Gold 
Coast would dramatically increase commuter rail traffic with Queensland centres, 
provide door to door connections with Coolangatta and Brisbane airports for tourists 
and others, further enhance integration with transport systems in surrounding regions, 
boost sustainable tourism in an area dependent on maintaining its natural beauty as 
well as being a sound investment in sustainable planning for future growth.
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3. ‘Long term’

In the ‘long term’ we propose an integration of New South Wales and Queensland rail 
systems by constructing a link between the Casino-Murwillumbah line and the Gold Coast.

TOOT notes that the provision of a rail link with Queensland would provide a safe, attractive 
and environmentally sustainable alternative to private road transport options within the 
Pacific Highway/Motorway corridor that connects directly with Coolangatta and Brisbane 
Airports as well as providing the opportunity to integrate the movement of domestic freight 
through the Far North Coast and South East Queensland regions.

By providing accessible public transport options for many in our region who do not own or 
have difficulty accessing private transport, a rail link provides many benefits.

• Greater efficiency in the delivery of human services.
• Reducing the demand on some human services (eg community transport).
• Reducing the cost of some human services due to access to preventative and better 

health services.

As a rail link would provide the opportunity for commuters, tourists, airport users, students 
and many other groups to switch from road to rail, there are a number of potential savings to 
be made in relation to the maintenance and development of expensive road infrastructure.

* This “Needs Analysis” was developed from the following submissions made by 
Northern Rivers Trains for the Future (NRTF)..

Northern Rivers Trains for the Future (NRTF) Response to Interim Report of 
Ministerial Inquiry into Sustainable Transport in NSW, 7 October 2003.

Northern Rivers Trains for the Future (NRTF) Submission to ‘Inquiry into 
Infrastructure Provision in Coastal Growth Areas’, 6 May 2005. 

Copies of Submissions made by NRTF can be downloaded at our website 
www.toot.org.au
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